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rants which is backlogged to applications sub- .

mitted in the spring of 1984 will stay about
as. oversubscribed as it is right now. This is
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because the quota will be fulfilled before the .
time allocated for Second preferencs numbers
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‘aliens are spouses and unmarried sons and
daughters of permenent residents. At the rate
we are at today, it may take one and one half
years processing time for resident aliens to
be reunited with their close family. That is
'a long time to wait, but many Asian countries
and Mexico have-a wait that is much longer.
There is an alternative. A permanet resident
alien may become a citizen of the United States
which would result in his or her family membess |
abroad being classified under a more advantage-
ous visa classification.

Presuming that an alien qualifies for citizen- ,
ship today, he or she could apply now and be~ .
.come a citizen in a few months time. Note tha
the processing time of petitions for naturaliiz-
ation varies a few months depending upon where
and when the petition is filed.

Once our Middle Easterner becomes an American,
a petition for the alien spouse or children
‘can be filed immediately. Spouses and minor
children of American citizens are considered
immediate -relatives and are not limited by
quota. \

The waiting is eliminated and the only time in-
volved has to do with processing the paperwork
which should be no more than a few months.
Unmarried adult children of American citizens .
are First preference aliens. They are limited. IJW(Xﬁ“*Of
by quota, however presently there are enough PIERRE PFEFFER apc.
visas to go around so such aliens also curent-i PAUL TURNER

ly qualify to become permanent residents with-

out waiting in the same way as immediate re-
latives. :

Married children of American citizens are

passes this fiscal year. Second preference
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scenario does not suggest that you should not
becéme a citizen if your child is married.
Married children of permanent residents are
not eligible to immigrate under any classifi=

cation THE BaADSURY BUI ' :
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wish to immigrate them, it may be faster todo
it if you are a citizen rather than a perman-

SAY YOU SAW IT IN MIDDLE EASTERN WORLD. o . | l

41



